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Pics thanks to Dean Saffron, Cherbourg Radio (UsMob) and
with thanks to Michael Monk and Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council.

n earlier this month Queensland’s

Indigenous leaders met in Cherbourg and Mooloolaba at the Local Government
Association of Queensland’s (LGAQ’s) Indigenous Leaders’ Forum (ILF).

The day in Cherbourg opened with
a smoking ceremony and Welcome
to Country, followed by dancers
and a tour of the town, including
Cherbourg’s famous historical
precinct, The Ration Shed, and
their hugely successful Cherbourg
Materials Recovery Facility (or
MeRF) — the only recycling plant
within 150km of the community.

Each of the Mayors was presented
with a ‘shadow box’, carved and
painted by local workers.

Palm Island Mayor and Local
Government Association of
Queensland policy executive member

Alf Lacey said it was always good

to go back to humble beginnings.

“We all come from the mission, as
they were known back in the time —
a lot has changed since then,” he
said.

“| think it’s really important,
particularly for us as leaders [to
know] those pioneers paved the
way.”

The next day, in Mooloolaba, the
Mayors met with the LGAQ’s policy
executive to discuss and work on
their priorities.

Northern Peninsula Area Regional
Council Mayor Robert PoiPoi said
they all faced similar issues.

“A lot of the issues are similar,

like housing, health, education, but I
think we can work on it,” he said.

The meeting called on all
governments to do something
about housing and accused all
sides of federal politics of ignoring
overcrowding.

“We have entire families living in
a single bedroom,” Lockhart River
Mayor Wayne Butcher said.

“Things have to change.

“lt is Federal funding, like the old
National Partnership Agreement
on Remote Indigenous Housing
(NPARIH) scheme, that we need to

get more people in more homes.”
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They said overcrowding in discrete
First Nations communities had
increased in Queensland since the
end of NPARIH in 2018.

LGAQ President Matt Burnett said
councils welcomed a $1.5 billion
Housing Support Program from the
Federal Government, but the ILF
member councils desperately needed
more support.

“Having visited these communities,
it is blatantly obvious overcrowding
cannot be allowed to continue,”
Mayor Burnett said.

“Qur councils are telling us
NPARIH made a real difference and
that is the type of scheme we need
brought back.”

Woorabinda Mayor Terence Munns
said his community needed 30 homes
now just to keep their heads above
water.

“You can’t have a proper home life
without a proper home,” he said.

Wujal Wujal Mayor Alister Gibson
said his community needed more
funding.

“Qvercrowding hurts our kids, their
education and their potential,” he
said.

“More funding would mean more
space for families to fulfil their
potential.”

Yarrabah Mayor Daryl Sexton said
his community of 4500 people were
saueezed into 380 homes.

“We have 420 applicants for homes
but we don’t have the land to build
on,” Mayor Sexton said.

“When you have four generations
of a family in one three-bedroom
home it is almost impossible to get
to school and work on time.”

Mayor Poipoi said housing funding
was falling further and further
behind what his community needed.

“Every day without the housing
funding, we go further backwards,”

he said.
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FREE
DIGITAL
WORKSHOPS at

Bwgcolman
Indigenous
Knowledge Centre

Tues 27 to Thurs 29 May 2025

Have fun, get creative, and learn
digital skills! Book today!

Digital and You app
www.digitalandyou.com.au/app

or contact

regina.james@palmcouncil.gld.gov.au
phone 07 4770 0260

i Unlock your creativity and
FREE dlgltal boost your digital skills!

workshops at Join one of our FREE

Bwgcolman Indigenous  workshops — book your
Knowledge Centre spot today!

r .
DIGITAL ARTS (& wHosvour M
: MOB? r
Tues 27 May Wed 28 May
10am to 2pm 10am to 2pm

Discover how to
use digital design
tools and
techniques to
create your own
T-shirt!

Learn digital
research skills and ~ F5
how to find and use 3
records to discover
your family history
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STREAMING & D -

ownload and =
DIGITAL book through
BROADCASTING State Library's h
Thurs 29 May % Digital and You E
10am to 4pm app: Al

www.digitalandyou.com.au/app

or email
regina.james@palmeouncil.gld.gov.au

Discover the secrets g8
to streaming across
YouTube, Facebook

and more

\_ \_ phone 07 4770 0260
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Vision/Optometry Clinics
Monday 26 May to
Wednesday 28 May

==

Every two years Qld University of Technology
(QUT) come to St Michael’s school and kindy with
optometrists and advanced optometry students to
screen the children’s vision.

They offer free sunglasses to all the children who
are screened and free prescription glasses for
children who need them.

THIS IS A FABULOUS SERVICE FOR WHICH PALM
ISLAND IS GRATEFUL.

Children can attend after their signed consent
forms have been sent back to their school.
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Electrical hazards can cause
death or serious injuries,
like severe burns.

Damage to the electricity network can lead to long
power outages. Ergon Energy crews need to fly to the
community, inspect the network and do emergency
repairs before they can safely restore power.

Help us keep your community safe
If you see fallen powerlines:

» Stay at least 10 metres away

* Warn others in the area

» Call Ergon Energy on 1316 70.

Report any electricity network vandalism or damage to Ergon - it could save a life.

1374 66 2
Faults only 132296 T

General Enquiries

SIS
-----

Life threatening emergencies only triple zero (000) or 1316 70

www.ergon.com.au/network Part of Energy Queensland

Information about Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council services
and activities, including ramp and jetty closures, water supply
issues, vet visits and meetings, etc, is regularly updated on our
Council’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/PaImCounciI

THE NEXT il I¢ # DEADLINEX

(Issue 425*) will be Thursday 22 May " ‘, s)}
for publication on Monday 26 May et

The Palm Island Voice is published *weekly if we have paid advertising, or otherwise fortnightly by the
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council. For advertising rates and/or more information contact the Editor
on 0419 656 277 or at howeschowes@gmail.com Members of the Palm Island community and local
organisations are welcome to submit birthdays, community information, pics, yarns and letters to the
Editor, Christine Howes. You can also follow us on Facebook! We have 2,900 ‘likes’ and more than 3,000

followers! The Palm Island Voice is free and online at http://www.chowes.com.au

Operating Hours for Palm Island Council are Monday—Friday 8am — 5pm
If you have any questions please contact Reception on 4770 1177 or 4770 0200
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council has 5,400 ‘followers’ on Facebook!!!



